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Bill Leuer’s Open House February 12, 2011
Submitted by Matt Tait
Bill Leuer held his annual open house at his Western Town in Riverside on Saturday, February
12, 2011. A large number of antique cars and truck showed up, as well as four military vehicles.
The MV’s were a WWII ½-ton Dodge Command Car (owner unknown), Jim Neises’ 1941 WC-1
Dodge ½-ton closed-cab pickup, and my M1009 CUCV Blazer and M274A5 Mule. Also present as
always was Bill’s 1916 FWD WWI truck.

The Military Vehicle group at Bill Leuer's. L to R,
M274A5 Mule, 1941 Dodge WC-1, 1984 M1009 CUCV
Blazer, WWII Dodge 1/2-ton Command Car.

Future MV collector sits on Matt Tait's
M274A5 Mule

Matt Tait giving Mule demonstration ride

Matt Tait gives Mule shifting instructions to
Henry Christensen
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The weather was really nice and the crowd was the largest that ever showed up for this event.
It was fun to check out the vintage cars. I spotted a Ford Model A Limousine, something I have
never seen before. The long wheelbase gave it away as something unique.
Bill’s collection at the old water reservoir was open, but we were not giving rides on the WWI
FWD because the crowd was so large and cars were mostly blocking the access road. I did run
back and forth on the Mule and ferried some older folks up to the reservoir collection.
At the end of the afternoon, I put the Mule back on the car trailer. I had dinner with the folks
from the American Truck Historical Society in Bill’s barn near the Wright Flyer.
Bill Leuer’s open house is a fun event and it is a lot of fun seeing all the old FWD and Dodge
cars and truck. I plan on being there again next February.

Plymouth grill emblem

Ford Model A Limousine

Slightly modified Ford Flathead V-8 in a street rod

Nice Packard Phaeton Convertible
Photos by Matt Tait
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Glendora Christmas Parade
Submitted by Richard Snedaker

On the morning of December 11, 2010 we gathered at the Palms restaurant, due to the fact that victors villa
is now closed, for breakfast. In attendance were Richard Snedaker (M38A1) Luther Ritter (Scout Car and
M38A1) Saul Marquez (M37) Wayne Rothrock (Unumog) and Jans Towing’s Military Wrecker driven by Frank
Mueller. After breakfast we convoyed to Goddard Middle School.
At Goddard Middle School the vehicles were decorated by the Foundation for Glendora Unified
Schools (GUS) WWW.FGUS.NET
The Foundation for Glendora Unified Schools was formed in 2003 as a nonprofit benefit corporation
whose specific and primary purpose is to provide financial support, facilitate community involvement and
enhance student learning for the Glendora Unified School District.
After the vehicles were decorated and the members of GUS were loaded into our vehicles, we convoyed to the parade staging area.
The parade is an enjoyable tour of Glendora just as it has been in the previous years.
After the parade we returned the members of GUS to Goddard Middle School , removed the decorations
from the vehicles and went our separate ways.

Jans
Towing’s
Military
Wrecker

Luther Ritters Scout Car

Richard
Snedakers
M38A1

Frank Mueller with Jans Towing’s Military Wrecker
Photos by Richard Snedaker
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NUTS AND BOLTS
IMPROVED BRAKING FOR THE MB -GPW
Submitted by HERMAN PFAUTER

I read with interest the article by Glen E. Smith and Bill Roloff about brake
modifications to the MB/GPW brake system. We all agree the factory braking
system is inadequate and tricky to adjust.
But I believe there is a better way to improve the braking system than to
compromise the structural integrity of the anchor plates by drilling oversize holes in
them to accommodate the larger wheel cylinders.
I have 4 Jeeps - 2 Willys and 2 Ford - and I have modified all simply by replacing the anchor plates including shoes and wheel cylinders with those from either an
M38-A1 or a civilian CJ5. Then I removed the old brake drums from the hubs and
drilled 3 holes into the flange of the hubs and tapped them with a 1/4"-20 tap for
the machine screws that hold each brake drum in place. That is the only machining
required!
This not only gives you demountable brake drums which makes access to the
brakes much easier. You also need the studs from the later Jeeps.
Another advantage is the easier brake adjustment. No more cumbersome "minor" and
"major" adjustment trying to push a feeler gage through a slot in the brake drum just turn the 2 eccentric adjustment bolts with a wrench and you are done.
Since the brake shoes are floating (a feature of the Bendix system) they follow the
radius of the brake drum better and thus brake more efficiently.
Best of all: the entire conversion is a bolt-in job and no one can see any change
except for the slightly greater overlap of the anchor plates over the brake drums.
This has the added advantage of keeping dirt out of the brakes.
Finally, I installed Silicon brake fluid (DOT 5) in all of my Jeeps (and my other vintage WW II military vehicles as well).
To date I have had no problems whatsoever...........
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Route 66 (Irwindale to Calico Ghost Town and Amboy) Convoy 2011
29/30 April (Friday/Saturday) 1 May (Sunday) 2011, dates pending. On 3 March 2011, a recon
was conducted by Indian, (President of the Inland Empire Military Vehicle Collectors Club) and
yours truly Saul A. Marquez. Why the recon? Well, there seems to be a growing interest by
some of the membership to push farther east to the town of Amboy. However, hopefully this
coming club meet (13 March 2011) we can attempt to make any final decisions on the convoy.
These were our findings. We drove up Cajon Pass in my passenger car on I-15 to the exit
"Ghost Town Rd". When you come to the stop sign, if you turn left north bound, you will be approximately 3 to 4 miles from Calico Ghost Town. Turning to the right south bound, brings you
to the intersection of Daggett Yermo Rd and Yermo Rd. It is from this point that we calculated
the mile markers to the town of Amboy. From Daggett Yermo Rd and Yermo Rd to the town of
Daggett, it is about 3 miles. Turning left east bound on California St. which becomes the National Trails Hwy after leaving Daggett to New Berry Springs is about 13 miles. We drove a normal speed about 10 miles to the intersection of Hector Rd. and National Trails Hwy. Our next
mile marker at about 10 miles was a rail road crossing which placed the highway between the I40 and the R.R. tracks. From there, 3 miles traveling east, we turn left on Lavic Rd. north bound
under the I-40 which then turns east bound again. We were now traveling on the National Trails
Hwy on the north side of the I-40. About 8 miles from Lavic Rd. to Crucero Rd. in the town of
Ludlow, we turned right south bound under the I-40 and then turned left again to connect to
the National Trails Hwy which is now south of the I-40. From the town of Ludlow to Bagdad, it
is approximately 20 miles. 15 miles from Ludlow, a road sign reads "Amboy 28 miles". A second road sign "Amboy 13 miles" will be seen before arriving in Bagdad. From the town of Bagdad to Amboy, it is approximately 8 miles.
From our Amvet post #113 in Irwindale to the exit "Ghost Town Rd" from the I-15 is approximately 124 miles. From there to Amboy, we calculated the total miles to be 75 and travel
time to be about 2 hours in a military convoy. Gentle people, 124+75=199 miles. Are you up to
the challenge? Sign up and please attend our club meet and voice your opinions.

Indian and Saul...Recon 3 March 2011 Amboy
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ACTIVITIES
March 13—SCMVCC Meeting—swap meet—general meeting 11:00AM—swap meet much earlier and also after general meeting and show

at AMVETS of Irwindale 14910 Los Angeles St. see map on back page;
Next months meeting April 10, 2011 at AMVETS.
Here is a tentative calendar for various events, for more information on those please contact
Saul Marquez at (626)252-6850 Activities officer for Los Angeles area.

Activities for March/April/May and June 2011
12 March (Saturday) 2011, "St Patrick's Day Parade" in Hermosa Beach, Calif. Check web site for details.
Also person of contact is Jerry Berry at 562-715-1400
25/26 March (Friday/Saturday) 2011, "Riverside Airshow"....Overnight camping. See web site for details or contact Saul A. Marquez at 626-252-6850
26 March (Saturday) 2011, "Brea Baptist Church", 3rd annual car show from 09:00 hrs. to 15:00 hrs.
Address is 217 E. Birch St. Brea, Calif. Person of contact is Jerry Berry at 562-715-1400
26 March (Saturday) 2011, "Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day" fund raiser car show. Sponsored
by Quality Toyota of Corona 92882 at 1705 W. 6 St. (951-232-7338) Event starts at 09:00 hrs.
27 March (Sunday) 2011, "Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day" Address is 9800 Mills Ave. Whittier,
Calif. at California High School. See web site for details.
2 April (Saturday) 2011, Inter-Tribal Veterans Conference/Exhibition. From 09:00 hrs. to 17:00 hrs. at
19649 San Jose Ave. City of Industry, Calif. 91748. Person of contact is A. Lee at 909-444-7955 or after
18:00 hrs. 562-706-0401
16 April (Saturday) 2011, "Salute to Veterans Parade" in Riverside, Calif. Meet at the college parking
lot, vicinity of Magnolia and Ramona Ave. Parade starts at 10:00 hrs. See web site for details or call 951687-1175
17/23 April (Sunday thur Saturday) 2011, Military Vehicle Collectors of California's Camp Delta Spring
Meet (formerly Tower Park) at Stockton KOA Campgrounds. Contact Jo-Ann Lesser at 408-238-8277 or
mamalesser@yahoo.com
29/30 (Friday/Saturday) 1 May (Sunday) 2011, dates are pending. "Route 66 Convoy 2011" (Irwindale
to Calico Ghost Town and Amboy)....Person of contact is Saul A. Marquez at 626-252-6850
11/15 May (Wednesday thur Sunday) 2011, dates are pending. MVCC (Northern California) Camp Roberts Event. Person of contact for details is Dave Ball at 408-805-0065 or vought@msn.com
14/15 May (Saturday/Sunday) 2011, Planes of Fame Airshow. Person of contact is Luther Ritter at 626664-7212
14/15 May (Saturday/Sunday) 2011, Chino Airshow at 7000 Merrill Ave. Chino, Calif. See web site for
details
21 May (Saturday) 2011, Torrance City Armed Forces Day Parade. Meet at Jerry Berry's home by
08:00 hrs. to convoy to the parade route. Call 562-715-1400 for details. After parade convoy will travel to
Irwindale Speedway for presentation. Speedway event is pending, not confirmed.
21 May (Saturday) 2011, Fly and Float Festival at Fullerton Airport. Address is 4011 W. Commonwealth Ave. Fullerton, Calif. See web site for details.
30 May (Monday) Memorial Day activities. Check local veterans post and National Cemeteries for
presentations.
9/13 June (Thursday thur Monday) 2011, dates are pending. Military Vehicle Camp out at Chuck
Reuter's Place in Tehachapi, Calif. Call 661-972-6138
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SUPPLY ROOM
SCMVCC PX
We are selling t-shirts for $ 15.00 each in sizes large
through XXX large. (See photo below).
We are also selling 12" diameter magnetic signs of
the club logo for $60 per pair
We are also selling 1' x 3' banners that contain the
club logo and the name of the club for $50 per pair
We are also selling 2" x 20' rolls of 2" wide magnetic
material for $20 per roll. This is used with the 2" wide
red and white reflective tape that is seen on semi
trailers to make our military vehicles more visible
without permanent altering the vehicles. (above
items can be seen and purchased at the meet or
contact Richard Snedaker at (626)841-2403)

FOR SALE: 10 each 900 X 20 TIRES
with 8 rims, most NOS some used but
like new - 7 each mounted on BUD 6
hole rims, 3 each tires not mounted.
All for $900.00.
Call Al 818-352-4492 **

Wanted: M715 Radiator NOS or in
good condition . Call Al 818-352-4492***
FOR SALE: 1943 MB fully restored w/repro
tub—new upholstery etc. $10,500; or 43 GPW
studio Jeep from MASH to Call of Duty video
game w/30 cal 31C mt. $16K.
Chuck Raible 310-815-0240. *
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SUPPLY ROOM (CONTINUED)
FOR SALE: 3 each 20” rims for WWII Chevy /
GMC 1-1/2 ton truck, two with tires. Good condition. All for $150. Call Al 818-352-4492.**

Couldn't make it to Normandy last summer for
the 65th anniversary of the Allied landings on
June 6, 1944? But you still can buy a beautiful
commemorative license plate of the 65th anniversary of the landings depicting the assault
on Omaha Beach in the early hours of June 6,
1944. The plate is 4th in a series beginning with the 50th anniversary in 1994, followed by the 55th and the 60th anniversary in
1999 resp. 2004. Please send check or money
order for $25.00 (incl. S&H) to:
Herman Pfauter 1275 San Antonio Creek Road
Santa Barbara, CA 93111 805-964-9449 *

FOR SALE: 1917 Model—T Staffcar. New Tires, runs good $2500;
1940 Plymouth D10 four door, new
tires/upholstery/brakes runs good
$2500;
Bantam Jeep 40BRC has Willy engine in it, new tires, runs good
$5000.
Call B. Jochimsen 909-983-8069**

FOR SALE: M37 3/4ton
Dodge, with winch, running
when placed in storage,
all complete and original
unrestored as purchased from
government. $3800. Must sell
need room for new project. Call
Al 818-352-4492.***
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Membership renewals
The renewal notices were include in the February news letter
I have only received renewals from about 25% of the members.
The renewal date for membership is February 1 of each year.
If you have not paid your renewal, in person on by mail, please pay it now.
This year there are 44 members in which their renewal date does not line up with the February 1 renewal. If you have
joined, or rejoined the club in the last year please see me so that I check to see if you have a credit.
Effective February 1, 2011 the dues for the SCMVCC are $25.00 per year.
This increase in the membership dues was discussed and approved by a vote at the January meeting.
Members making a payment of $ 20.00 for dues after February 1, 2011 will receive a 10 month renewal of their dues.
Richard M. Snedaker
Treasurer, SCMVCC

Recap of the February Meeting - Elections
At the February meeting a vote was taken to approve the following election schedule.
Nominations will occur at the May meeting
Elections will occur at the June meeting
The officers will be installed at the July Meeting.
This is necessary so that the officers are in place just prior to the yearly filing of the “Statement of Information” with
the California Secretary of State in August. This is the document in which we can legally change the names of the
officers and this document must be filed on the anniversary of our incorporation. Prior to the filing of this document
the officers shown on the last statement of information are legally the officers.
This club was incorporated as the Southern California Chapter Military Vehicle Collectors Club on August 14, 1984.

Route 66 road trip

At the February meeting it was determined that the proposed date for this event conflicts with the 26th annual ATHSSOCAL Truck Show at the Orange Empire Railway Museum in Perris on Sunday May 1, 2011. Several of the members
have stated that they are already committed to the truck show. Alternate dates were discussed at the meeting.

Handicapped Parking
At the February meeting the AMVETS post commander approached me about vehicles parking in the Handicapped
Parking Spaces. The Handicapped Parking Spaces are to only be used by vehicles displaying a handicapped placard
or license plates, and a vehicle can only occupy one space.
Richard M. Snedaker
Treasurer, SCMVCC

SCMVCC CLUB OFFICERS

President.......................…Luther Ritter………………..............(626) 814-4494
E-mail…………………….….myscout30@yahoo.com
Vice President.................. Frank Turner ……………………….(909)373-6708
E-mail............…………..….ke6kze@yahoo.com
Vice President for San Diego area……..Richard Johnson……..(619) 425-2962
E-mail………………………..killroy321@hotmail.com
Secretary.......................…Will Wagner………………….….…...(626)840-1751
E-mail…..……………...willwagner2000@yahoo.com
Treasurer ......................Richard Snedaker...............................(626)841-2403
Activities for Los Angeles area……Saul Marquez ……….......(626)252-6850
e-mail...................…………………………..lamedog43@adelphia.net
Activities for San Diego area.…Glenn Elliott…………….........(619)276-7419
Sgt at Arms...................….Frank Mueller………………………..(626)485-2413
PX Operator......................Richard Snedaker.......................... (626)841-2403
Editor...............................Al Wollonciej....................…….........(818) 352-4492
E-mail.....................…………....awollon@calstatela.edu
SCMVCC CLUB WEB SITE (NEW)……………………www.SCMVCC.com

Page 10

SOUTHERN CAL CHAPTER NEWSLETTER

AL WOLLONCIEJ
P.O. BOX 761
TUJUNGA, CALIF. 91043-0761
U.S.A.

DATED
MATERIAL
FIRST CLASS

SCMVCC MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
DUES ARE $25 PER YEAR
NAME_______________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________
CITY_____________________STATE____________ZIP______
______NEW MEMBER
______MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
VEHICLE
OWNED_____________________________Year_____________
Note:. Vehicle ownership is not required for membership
TELEPHONE(S) HOME ___________________________
CELL __________________________
WORK____________________________
MVPA membership number__________
EMAIL _________________________________________
Make checks payable to SCMVCC and mail to:
Richard Snedaker, Treasurer
P.O. Box 2305
Irwindale, California 91706

SCMVCC MEETING
2nd SUNDAY EACH MONTH

AMVETS of Irwindale
14910 Los Angeles St.

